
The Abstract “Formula” 
 
An effective abstract has six components: 
 

1. General Background: Something that everyone in your audience cares about. 
2. Specific Background: Zoom in from the thing everyone cares about to the thing you did. 
3. Statement of Problem or Knowledge Gap: What specific problem or phenomenon do we 

not understand in this field of study? 
4. Here we show: One sentence about how you met the demonstrated need. 
5. Results: Only the very highest-level results. Sometimes a summary of approach comes before 

the summary of results. 
6. Implications: So what? What do your results mean for the thing everyone cares about? 

 
 
This example abstract has been highlighted to indicate the six universal components of a 
successful abstract:  
 

 


